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To our membership:   
 
I have pleasure in presenting the Handbell Society of Australasia (HSA) Annual Report 1

st
 June 

2014 to 31
st
 May 2015. This report highlights the work of your busy Executive, your State 

Representatives, your Editor and members of the various Special Interest Groups.  

 

A OUR PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of the Handbell Society of Australasia is to encourage the art of handbell ringing in 

Australasia. 

 

B OUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
President: Carmel Daveson AM Queensland; Vice President: Ali O’Connell South Australia; 

Secretary and Webmaster: Ellie Butler Queensland; Treasurer: Janice Keys New South Wales; 

Alison Miller New Zealand; Barbara McGeever (convenor Music Education and Training Sub-

Committee), Timothy Sherlock; and Samantha Cook, all from Queensland.  

 

C OUR APPOINTED MEMBERS 
 
1. New Zealand and Australian State Representatives  

 New Zealand   Alison Miller 

 New South Wales   June Catchpoole 

 Queensland   Samantha Cook 

 South Australia   Alison O’Connell 

 Tasmania    Jenny Gill (resigned 2015); 

 Victoria     Ray & Julia Jeffree;  

 Western Australia    Monica McTaggart 

 Australian Capital Territory & Northern Territory – Vacant.  
 

2. Public Officer 

 Alison O’Connell  South Australia 
 

3. Handbell Herald Editor 

 Suzanne Maslen  New South Wales 
 

4. Asset Manager 

 Peter Hogg   Sydney (resigned January 2015) 
 

5. Honorary Solicitor 

 Damien van der Toorn Canberra 
 

6. Auditor     Mrs Annette Halpin, Mudgee, New South Wales 
 

7. Representatives to the 2014 International Handbell Committee  
Carmel Daveson: President and voting member 
Barbara McGeever: Board Member and non-voting 
member 

8. Convenors of Special Interest Groups 
Music Education & Training Barbara McGeever  
Special Needs   John Hayward  
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D HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 

 Philip Bedford 

 Margaret Morris (deceased) 

 Bryce Morris (deceased) 

 Peter Richards (deceased) 

 Martyn Croft 

 Carmel Daveson AM 

 John Hayward (congratulations to John who gained this honour at 2014 AGM) 

E FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Our Achievement and Activities 

 
1. Our Focus  

 
During the last 12 months the executive has focused on: 

 encouraging the formation and development of new groups by providing mentorship and 

support; 

 continuing with the development of the accredited certificates for Level One ‘Handbell 

Musician’ and Level One ‘Handbell Director’; 

 facilitating training to interested members in: 

 the maintenance of handbell and chimes 

 ringing musically with Kermit Junkert then President of Schulmerich Bells 

 developing a pool of Australasian clinicians who are interested in working with our 

membership; 

 consolidating our relationship with a range of organisations;  

 representing the HSA on the International Handbell Committee through attending the 

International meeting in Jeju in South Korea.  

 participating in the International Handbell Symposium with Barbara McGeever as the HSA 

nominated conductor and providing workshops facilitated by Barbara McGeever 

 consolidating our relationship with the Singaporean Handbell Musicians through the 

development of a policy.  

 

As usual the Annual Report contains the reports from our New Zealand Representative, our 

Australian State Representatives, and from relevant sub-committees.  

 

2. The Strategic Plan  

 
The priority areas identified by the management of HSA in our present Strategic Plan are:  

i. Continuous and accelerated music education and training 

ii. Membership and wider community engagement 

iii. Building linkages with local, regional, state and national bodies 

iv. Leadership, effective governance and continuous quality improvement to the 

membership. 

The Executive are conscious of the need for a new Strategic Plan and anticipated having that 

available for the membership when it meets in Adelaide for the Australasian Handbell Festival. 
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3 Reporting against the Strategic Plan 

 

i. CONTINUOUS AND ACCELERATED MUSIC EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
 

 You will recall that in 2011, your Executive adopted the recommendation of the Music 

Education and Training sub-committee and approved two accredited HSA certificates 

at beginning level one.  The certificates are: (a) Handbell Musician (one module – 

Ringing Techniques Level 1), and (b ) Handbell Director Level 1 (four modules - Ringing 

Techniques, Foundational Conducting; Theory of Music, and Forming and Maintaining a 

Handbell Ensemble) and Level 2  

 In 2013 the Executive developed the Foundational Conducting at Level 1 and  2  

 In 2014 the Executive offered the “Foundational Conducting” Levels 1 and 2 in the 

Handbell Director Certificates Level 1 and 2.  The training was open to any ringer or 

director whether they were new to handbell ringing or quite experienced.   Training in 

this module was undertaken by Dr John Hooper of Concordia University, Alberta, 

Canada. 

 In 2014 the Executive welcomed Kermit Junkert formerly of Schulmerich.  Kermit trained 

interested people in the care and maintenance of Schulmerich Bells and facilitated a 

clinic on how to ring musically. 

 Through the Asset Loan Programme new handbell and chime groups have been 

established.  The mentoring programme for all successful applicants of the asset loan 

programme continues to function.  Several new directors have been supported on an 

individual basis.   

 The implementation of the Handbell Academy Policy has seen the establishment of 

several new groups of handbell ringers and chimers and new directors being trained 

and or mentored.  As you are aware, this policy provides the framework for the 

identification and training of new directors and the opportunity for continuing directors to 

enhance their skills and knowledge.  Interested people can request a copy of the new 

policy. 

 The Music Education and Training Investment Fund has enabled HSA to respond to 

training requests.  If any group wishes to have training workshops or be involved in the 

mentoring programme they should contact the President.  There are a range of options 

available. 

 Frail Aged Programme.  Although last year saw a lull in this training programme a 

number of community groups visit Aged Care Homes and perform. They also encourage 

the residents to try the chimes and be involved in music making.  John Hayward of New 

Zealand was very active in this area. 

 The HSA continues to explore the establishment of HSA Community Groups 

designed to offer training to directors and an opportunity for young people to ring.  The 

aim of the groups is: to provide training and mentoring to budding conductors; to 

encourage the handbell musicians’ love of performing; to expose handbell musicians to 

diversity in repertoire; and to build a sense of a musical community thus enhancing 

human sensitivity and creativity. This is the Handbell Academy initiative. 
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(ii) MEMBERSHIP AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 

 The Executive is keen to hear from you the members of HSA.  Unfortunately our 

geography makes it difficult for us to get together in one place.  The Executive cannot 

know what you would like from your society unless you let us know. 

Some of the benefits in membership are:  identifying with a large peak organisation; 

access to International Handbell Symposia; the Handbell Herald; the opportunity to 

request mentoring and training; access to the small library; discounted registration for 

HSA events and access to our lending of bells, chimes and belleplates and money to 

purchase them.  

 The Handbell Herald and our website are the main ways through which we hear from, 

and about each other.  Our thanks go to Suzanne Maslem, our Editor and to Ellie Butler, 

our web master. What would we do without them! 

 The HSA has an active New Zealand representative and also Australian State 

representatives.  These positions are important ones and the representatives provide 

excellent feedback in relation to their areas of representation.   Their annual report can 

be found later in this report. 

As one of the main issues identified by the membership was the training in the care and 

maintenance of handbells, Kermit Junkert of Schulmerich Bells came to Australia and ran a 

series of workshops.  He shared his enormous skill and knowledge and an enormous amount 

was learnt about ringing the bells and blending them to enable musical ringing.   

HSA is continuing its discussions with Malmark and Schulmerich to enable Malmark and 

Schulmerich to understand the needs of the membership.  

 

(iii) BUILD LINKAGES WITH LOCAL, REGIONAL, STATE, NATIONAL BODIES AND 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS.  

 

 Your Executive now has an impressive list of overseas highly experienced and skilled 

clinicians/ directors who are very interested in supporting our membership through 

workshops.  Your New Zealand and State Representatives play an important role in 

keeping you up to date about these initiatives and I thank them on your behalf.   

 As in the past we continue to explore how we might form alliances with other peak 

bodies or organisations.  If any member belongs to a Peak Music Education Body the 

Executive would be keen to hear from you so that we might collaborate to achieve music 

outcomes.  At a local level HSA has formed alliances with a range of primary and 

secondary schools  and also the Central Queensland University Mackay Campus.  

 The HSA continues to be represented on the International Handbell Committee (IHC).  

Barbara McGeever and I represented HSA at the IHC meeting in South Korea in 

August, 2014.  In 2012 your Executive appointed Philip Bedford, now of United 

Kingdom, to act in an advisory capacity in relation to the International Handbell 

Committee.  Philip has had great experience with the International Committee and 

remembers the historical roots of many international policies.  
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(iv) LEADERSHIP, EFFECTIVE GOVERNANCE AND CONTINUOUS QUALITY 
IMPROVEMENT TO THE MEMBERSHIP 

 

 The Executive continues to improve its reporting mechanisms through the Herald and 

the website. It continues to discuss how the website might be updated.  Although 

facebook now exists, it is underutilised. The Treasurer reports that many of our 

members now choose to pay the membership via an internet banking transfer. Old 

policies have been revisited and updated based on feedback from our membership. The 

policy booklet is available on request to the President.  

 Succession planning continues with more people now taking on leadership positions.  

 One of the important aspects of leadership on the Executive Committee and as a State 

and New Zealand representative is conflict of interest.  The HSA has a policy on that 

matter and all executive members sign a conflict of interest form.  Members of your 

Executive are very sensitive to when they speak as your representative and when they 

speak in their own individual right.  

G  TRIBUTE 
 

Although it is always sad to learn of the death of any of our members, your Executive is very 

keen to pay tribute to those individuals who are no longer with us.  Consequently we rely on 

you all to let us of anyone’s passing so that his/her name and HSA involvement can be 

acknowledged in the Annual Report.  

 

H  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS   
 

It is with great pleasure that I acknowledge John Hayward who was awarded “Honorary Life 

Member” for his services to people with disabilities and the frail aged both in New Zealand and 

Australia.  John has been an inspiration to many people with his pioneering work with 

participatory music making and commitment to including marginalised and disadvantaged 

people in the Arts.  He believes very strongly that people with disabilities, as citizens, have gifts, 

talents and contributions that help make better communities. John is totally committed to the 

principle of inclusion.  I first met John at an Australasian Festival in Auckland, New Zealand.  I 

heard beautiful sounds in the Catholic Cathedral and wondered where those sounds were 

coming from and how was making them. I discovered John and several severely challenged 

young people playing chimes together. Since then, John has been has taught many of us how 

to facilitate music making by people who are disadvantaged by age or disability. Although living 

in New Zealand, John’s major contribution has been to that country, he has facilitated 

workshops in Australia and has been a ‘trail blazer’.  Thank you John.  You have inspired so 

many of us.  Congratulations on your award. 

 

Your Executive, the New Zealand and State Representatives, members of the Special Interest 

Groups, our hard working Handbell Herald Editor, our Webmaster, the organising committee for 

the Australasian Festivals, and our other appointed people have worked tirelessly on your 

behalf.  I value and appreciate their commitment to the HSA membership and am grateful for 

their dedicated work on your behalf. The support and encouragement of all these people have 

enabled me to fulfil my responsibilities as your President.  I hope you enjoy reading about their 

work in this report.   

Carmel Daveson A.M.:  President 
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I FROM THE AUDITOR 

The Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss statements are on the following pages 
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I FROM THE TREASURER 

 
 



9 
 

Page 9 of 34 

 

 
 
 



10 
 

Page 10 of 34 

 

  



11 
 

Page 11 of 34 

K FROM NEW ZEALAND 
 

New Zealand bellringers continue to perform and enjoy their music in various ways. 

HANDBELL GROUP AT MURRAYS BAY INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL 2015 
Director:   Olive Leddy 

Once again, the Handbell Group was selected from students who were high level performers on 

other instruments. They all, except one, are pianists who are playing at a Grade V or above 

level. Getting into the group is considered a “badge of honour” amongst the musicians in the 

school and so one Grade VIII violinist begged to be allowed to audition also and has been 

accepted. 

The eleven students meet weekly and have performed at an assembly and parent concerts so 

far this year. They did perform to, and highly impressed, one of the ERO team who came to 

assess our school last term. They have entered the Lewis Eady Junior Music Contest which will 

be held in a few weeks and as well as performing again at school events and parents concerts, 

plans are in place for more performances to local schools, retirements homes, a Probus 

meeting and joining in with a Salvation Army Christmas Concert. 

The concept of treating this as a music extension group continues with discussion around 

music history covering the lives of composers and the style of music of the time, form, viewing 

and discussing YouTube performances of the pieces we play, aural development and 

discussion of the harmony of a piece as we play the bell music. They are also expected to 

perform on the piano or other instruments they learn, to the group. 

The students are enthusiastic and very much enjoy being in this group. 

Many thanks, again, to Alison Miller and the Handbell Society of Australasia for the loan of a set 

of bells for this experience.  

 

RAINBOW RINGERS   
Director: Alison Miller 
Submitted by: Barbara Gauld 

Handbell Ringing for Rainbow Ringers has lost some of its lustre and tone.  Not because of the 

ringing of our beautiful bells but because of the loss of some of the people we hold most dear.  

We have already reported the loss of Minnie Dealy who shifted to the Bay of Islands and the 

death of Alan Pike, our computer savvy music printer and large bell ringer, but more recently 

we have lost our very special Stuart Thomson, our fix everything man.  

 Alison, Stuart’s wife has been a Rainbow Ringer since the early days of the group which came 

into being in 1989.  She and Stuart were baptised on the same day, went through school 

together, sat all their music exams in tandem,  married and have had over 60 years of 

happiness together. Now Alison has lost her partner and we have lost this very talented man 

whose ability to hear when a bell was out of tune and adjust the clapper to get the sound “just 

right”, the man who was able to mend the leather handles on our bells when they became 

loose, the man who designed our bell ringing tables and then had the insight to see that if he 

gave the wood a honeycomb effect, it would make the tables lighter so that we could manage 

them easier when shifting them from venue to venue.    Stuart was always there for us and he  
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RAINBOW RINGERS (Cont) 

 

and Alison made their home and garden available, sharing with us some very happy summer 

afternoons and evenings.    Our group is the poorer through Stuart’s passing. 

Monte Jones, another Rainbow Ringer husband is doing his ‘apprenticeship’ in the repair 

department.  So far he has tackled the table hinges, strengthening the action of the foldable 

legs.   

Alison Miller, our music director, very ably goes through her music cabinet to find pieces that 

require only 8 or 10 players, to suit our weekly practises or the next event we are playing at.  

What would we do without this gifted lady? 

Summer concert bookings are coming in and we look forward to a happy season of bell ringing 

and our pleasure is in knowing that many other groups are enjoying their bell ringing as much 

as we are. 

Richmond Methodist Handbell Ringers – Christchurch 
Director:  Bruce McCallum 

The group has now been ringing for more than 15 years, since Kiyoko Toya from Japan 

introduced us to this unique form of music in June 2000.  This has been another active year for 

the group, who actually rang at a quite significant wedding in January.  That was when the 

music director, Bruce McCallum, married one of his ringers, Brenda Lorimer.  During the 

wedding service, the bells rang The Bells of St Mary's and The Rose. Bruce, Brenda and best 

man, Andrew Cox (leader of the Christchurch Cathedral Ringers), all participated in this music. 

In recent months, we rang at a fund-raising concert to raise money for Nepal and Vanuatu, to 

help with the recovery after the disastrous events that occurred in those countries.  In 

November, our smaller group will ring at a concert in conjunction with the renowned Liedertafel 

Male Voice choir.  We continue to practise once a week, and the number of ringers is steady at 

13.  It is good to have our 3 octaves of chimes, which augment the bells of the same range.   

Tuesday just gone was a ringing engagement for the Seaside Seniors at New Brighton, and this 

afternoon we rang in conjunction with the Harmony Singers at a public concert.  We were the 

guests on the programme.  This Wednesday, it’s a concert for the Fendalton Probus club, and 

two weeks later, the Greypower group where there is usually about 150 in the audience.  After 

that, it’s almost time for Adelaide, with six of the group attending. Six of the group will be part of 

the Handbell Festival in Adelaide early in October. 
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TINAKORI HANDBELL CHOIR 
Director: Lorna Putnam 
 
2015 started with a wonderful addition to our equipment – John Hayward, who sadly is not able 

to continue his involvement with music for disabled people,  gave us his three octaves of Suzuki 

chimes. They originally belonged to Margaret and Bryce Morris so we were happy to welcome 

them home. They now belong to the HSA, and we shall use them as long as we are in 

existence. 

In February we lost one of the original ringers when Rosie Davis died.  Rosie was secretary, 

engagement booker, publicist, and everybody’s friend. Despite several major disabling health 

issues, she and  her “Johnny Walker” managed to get to all our practices and concerts with the 

minimum of fuss. We also lost Barbara Robertson, who was our correspondent to the “Handbell 

Herald”. We rang at both these funerals.  

We now have 10 ringers, so can manage most 3-octave music to level 3. 

We are looking forward to renewing friendships in Adelaide. 

 

Compiled by: Alison Miller, New Zealand HSA Representative 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

L FROM VICTORIA  

CASTLEMAINE  

Unfortunately there is no information to hand at this stage about Castlemaine Handbell Ringers. 

GEELONG HANDBELL CHOIR 
Director:  Gwyn Gillard 

This group have purchased new C#4 & D#4 to complete their 3rd octave of bells, plus new 

Whitechapel bell cases so they no longer need to carry the bells in drawstring bags. 

They are performing regularly including for a travelling exhibition focusing on German 

immigration where they had to find German songs to play,  Many of the audience sang along in 

german. 

They have a new recruit but need more ringers. 

 
HERALDS OF THE THIRD AGE 

Unfortunately, the Heralds have closed down after 16 years, Ray and the team had a very 

happy time of playing, fellowship and travelling many miles to bring pleasure to their audiences. 

Sadly, Ray felt it was time for him to retire from conducting. Many thanks to each member of 

the team. 
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MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY TEAM 

No information is to hand about this team. 

RINGSPIRATION   

Our team now consists of 12 ringers, and 2 students, so rehearsal nights are a bit hectic. We 

have the services of an arranger in Pat, cellist John, and baroque recordist Matthew, so are 

able to expand our repertoire considerably. 

 
SOMERCARE. ANDREW KERR FACILITY. AND RAINBOW RINGERS.   

Ray and Julia visited each care facility, the ringers were so welcoming, and played for us. 

Their enthusiasm is wonderful to see, music being such an engaging activity for the residents. 

TOORAK UNITING 

Under the guidance of Jennifer Chou the team is really developing, they now have chimes as 

well as bells, and have added to their numbers this year. 

WARRAGUL  ( GLOCKENSPIELERS) 

Brian Robertson tells me that the team had a six week winter break, but are now back to work 

and have played in several church services.  They have had some retirements, and hence have 

reduced the numbers, but they have 10 ringers.  So Go  Glockenspielers! 

 
DAYLESFORD 
Director:  Suzanne Brimmacomb 

Suzanne Brimmacomb has purchased bells & started a group in Daylesford & with the aid of 

some of her  past ringers from Trinity already has a performance booked. 

Good luck Suzanne. 

 
I hope the festival is a resounding success & we all have a wonderful 2016. 

 
Compiled by: Julia Brown-Jeffree: Victorian State Representative  
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M FROM NEW SOUTH WALES 

 
All is progressing happily in NSW. 

It was very pleasant to be able to welcome the Handbell Ensemble from America’s Concordia 

University. Their performance at St Andrews Cathedral Sydney in May was very polished, 

interesting and entertaining; several of our country handbell ringers and local friends made the 

big effort to attend and were very inspired. 

News from 4 of our groups: 

THE SUBLIME CHIMES ENSEMBLE  
Coordinator: Gail Perkins 

Based in Port Macquarie on the Mid North Coast of NSW, this group has been successful in raising 

sufficient funds to enable them to place an order for 3-Octaves of Malmark Handbells that are due 

for delivery late September /early October.  

With the help of a $2500 Grant from the Kendall Community Op Shop, a substantial anonymous 

donation, a hugely successful raffle in conjunction with a combined Male Voice Choir, Ukulele and 

Handbell Concert, the sum of nearly $1000 was raised from that event alone. Add that to the regular 

contributions made by the Ringers themselves, and the cost of the Handbells will be covered. The 

Ensemble is just hoping the rate of exchange doesn’t get any worse! 

For those Facebook users out there, a short excerpt from the performance of The Sublime Chimes 

at the recent Blokes Notes Concert can be seen. Search Face book for Sublime Chimes Ensemble 

and you should find it (there is a Sublime Chimes in USA also, so just check you are watching the 

Aussie group!) 

KEVINWOOD BELLS  

Director: Suzanne Maslem OAM 

Kevinwood Bells have a regular schedule of five main concerts as part of the Kevinwood 

Orchestra Sunday afternoons in Eastwood and the annual Festival of St Cecilia. The Christmas 

period is always enjoyable if hectic - this including some Christmas in July functions.  

Junior Kevinwood orchestral members are playing chimes in addition to their regular 

instruments and it is wonderful to see their skills expanding.   Both senior and junior teams 

perform in the City of Ryde Eisteddfod, with invariably surprised delight from audience 

members (and sometimes adjudicators) who are normally unaware that such an art form exists. 

In May Kevinwood Bells joined the visiting Concordia University Handbell Ensemble in their 

lunchtime concert at St Andrews Cathedral in Sydney.  
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THE BELLS OF HAVEN  
Ring Leader:  Gillian Clarke  

The Bells of Haven now have 11 members, and we have had another interesting and 

productive year using our lovely new Schulmerich handbells. During the year 5 members have 

made overseas trips and another member spent some months travelling around Australia. One 

of our ringers, Meg, broke a wrist in May, so for a couple of months could only ring with one 

hand. Working around these various constraints, we still managed to give 23 performances 

during the past 12 months, and regretfully had to decline several more invitations to play 

because ringers had too many other commitments. There were several “firsts” for us over the 

year• Our first school performance - we played at Kendall Public School in October.  The 

Principal suggested 2 sessions, kindergarten to year 2 first, followed by years 3 to 6.  We had 

previously played for children at a local Vacation Care Centre so we had a repertoire of music 

suitable for the age group.  Even so, we found the younger school group quite a 

challenge!!  We very soon realised that we definitely had to step-up the entertainment element 

of our performance by singing along to keep their attention for 30 minutes (this was definitely 

too long for that age group – isn’t hindsight a wonderful thing!!). I think that the younger 

children would much rather have had their hot little hands on the bells than listen to us ring 

them!  However, overall it was a very successful day. 

Our first occasion playing to accompany a congregation singing with us – we were invited to 

play at the Christmas Carol Service at the Uniting Church in Port Macquarie.  As well as our 

own cameo spot, when we played some lovely Australian carols, we also played two traditional 

carols with the congregation singing.  Although we hadn’t practised with singers beforehand, 

the minister had thought it through carefully and explained his plan to us ahead of time. For our 

accompaniment carols, the minister announced to the congregation that the handbells would 

play through a complete verse solo before the congregation joined in.  This worked very well 

because it enabled the singers to have our timing firmly set in their heads by the time they 

sang, and it was a really uplifting experience for us all. 

Our first Christmas in July celebration – we were invited to entertain at an Aged Care Facility 

near Taree and then join them for Christmas lunch afterwards.  For various reasons we were 

only able to field a team of 5 and a half ringers on that day – Meg being the half with her one 

hand! – and then, suddenly, one of the 5 had to cancel the day before the lunch!!  Then it was 

“on for young and old!!”, as they say! At my house there was a frantic re-arranging of bell 

music, sharing out extra notes to other ringers where possible.  Thankfully my ringers are 

wonderfully resilient and we were able to step up and entertain on what finally turned out to 

be a most enjoyable occasion.  

One of our most glamourous performances during the year was at a Bridal Cavalcade 

Fundraising Event organised by the Port Macquarie Uniting Church in May, where wedding 

dresses dating from 1916 onwards were modelled in a delightful fashion parade. We provided 

entertainment, letting rip with some lovely wedding music, as the audience were taking their 

seats for the show and took the opportunity to “jazz” ourselves up a bit for the occasion. 
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THE BELLS OF HAVEN  (Continued) 

In addition to our ringing engagements during the year, I was invited, as ringleader of the group, 

to be a guest speaker at two Probus Clubs in Port Macquarie – taking a few bells along with me 

and talking about the history of bells and all aspects of how we use them now.  Also, Cameron 

Marshall, the Regional Program Manager of the ABC Mid North Coast radio, asked me (with 

some bells) into the Port Macquarie studio to talk to him, and he put the interview on air and 

also on the ABC website.  Little did I realise when I started ringing handbells that it might lead 

to another career as a public speaker!  Although it was very gratifying to get such good publicity 

for the Bells of Haven and for handbells in general, I must say that I am a very reluctant public 

speaker: I would much rather ring than talk about ringing!! 

Three of our ringers are looking forward to attending the HSA Festival in Adelaide. We are 

ringing as part of the Hunter Handbell team, thanks to the generosity of leader, Jenny Gleadall, 

and we are looking forward very much to learning new techniques and improving our handbell 

skills. 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES  
President, UNSW Handbell Society:  Jonathon Ong  
Ensemble Director: Lucy Dinh 

At the University of NSW: there is both a UNSW Handbell Ensemble, and the UNSW Handbell 

Society.  The Ensemble has only just started for the year really, as it only runs in semester 

2.  However we are very excited as it is the first time we are using our newly acquired 4th 

octave of bells, and a newly acquired 3 octave choir chime set!! We are currently working on 

mastering the basics of bell ringing (and working on student arrangements of their own choice 

specifically for our instrument), and will present a public performance at the end of semester.  

The UNSW Handbell Society is made up of a group of students across all disciplines offered at 

UNSW, from Music to Engineering. Our aims are to provide students an opportunity to play 

music and Handbells, to provide students the opportunity to expand their musical knowledge 

through Handbells, to guide students in reaching a high standard in performance, and to give 

students the opportunity to perform in public. We’ve had students who have never learnt how to 

read music before join us and by the end of semester, they’re performing with us. For the other 

more exciting update on the UNSW Ensemble I refer to the summary by Lucy's Dinh, Ensemble 

Director.  

Our ensemble has been involved in various performances on campus. We have weekly 

rehearsals and occasionally hold casual free performances outside our building. In semester 1 

this year, we held a Mid-semester Concert and an End of Semester Concert, taking donations, 

which would help fund students attending the HSA Festival later in the year. Semester 2 

becomes a little busier with performances for UNSW Foundation Day, UNSW Open Day, and 

UNSW Collegium Choir’s Christmas Concert as well as our own Mid-semester and End of 

Semester Concerts. Our performances are usually made up of a range of film music, popular 

songs and student arrangements/compositions. We also do a bit of busking during the Chris 

 



18 
 

Page 18 of 34 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES (continued) 

The HSA Festival will definitely be a highlight to our year. Students have been working hard to 

fundraise funds through our busking of Christmas 2014, taking donations at concerts we hold 

outside our building and our recent Bake Sale. This has also created a great bonding 

experience for students, making new friends and learning new things, an integral part of 

university life. 

Compiled by: June Catchpoole: New South Wales State Representative  
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

N FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 

  
Hello from the West!    

 The BellsWest groups have been working hard since last year in order to improve their ringing 

techniques and musical abilities.  Besides our lovely BellsWest concerts that we give for family 

and friends, we were invited to ring at the Fremantle Community Christmas concert where there 

were over 4,000 people in attendance.  It was a great evening!  Our high school group 

participated in the local high school’s Christmas concert and received high praise from 

everyone.  We are looking forward to the festival in Adelaide with a few ringers able to 

participate in the advanced ringers workshop beforehand.    

 From Annette Johnston, Brookhampton Bellringers, reports that they are busy looking for some 

new members to join their group.  Meanwhile they played for the Bridgetown Winter Festival 

and gave a lovely performance at her 80th birthday party. 

From Diane Cox, director of Handbells In Peel, reports, “A group of 9 of us are going to 

Adelaide and looking forward to it. We have been practising hard and have found the music 

quite challenging only having 2 octaves but hope we shall be able to fit with everyone on the 

weekend.  Since Christmas we have been pretty quiet on the performing side but have been 

working building up our repertoire. We have two events coming up for the Seniors Recreational 

Council. The first is in October, which is held each year and we have been asked to provide 

entertainment while they are having their lunch.  The other one is at Burswood park for the 

“Have a Go” Day. We have 4 twenty minute sessions throughout the day and are also taking 

handchimes so that people can have a go. Following on from this we have the usual Christmas 

carols at both the Church and our village later in December.”    

Compiled by: Monica McTaggart: Western Australia Representative 

______________________________________________________ 

  



19 
 

Page 19 of 34 

 

O  FROM TASMANIA  
 

The HSA thanks Jenny Gill for representing Tasmania.  Jenny has resigned as the Tasmanian 

State Representative as sends her best wishes to the membership.   The Executive are seeking 

someone who will act in that position 

 

 

P FROM SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 
SYNERGY HANDBELL ENSEMBLE 

Director: Alison O’Connell  

 

Synergy Handbell Ensemble continues to ring challenging music and currently has thirteen 

ringers with three octaves of handbells, and three octaves of handchimes, and is very grateful 

to the HSA for the loan of an outer 5th octave. The group is actively supporting three young 

ringers to transition from school to a community ensemble, and recruited five new musicians at 

the beginning of 2015. One of the performance highlights this year was performing as guest 

musicians at the Woodville Concert Choir’s annual Christmas concert, with the choir’s new 

director, Glenni Kempe, a former Synergy member and St Andrew’s music director. Synergy 

again opened the Lord Mayor’s Christmas Gala Concert at the Adelaide Town Hall, to huge 

applause. 

Director, Ali O’Connell, was invited to perform in a workshop showing of a brand new musical 

based on the Bryce Courteney novel, Jessica. Composer, Brenton Shaw, is also a Synergy 

musician, and it was fascinating to perform as a member of the percussion section of the small 

orchestra rather than as a traditional handbell ensemble. Ali has also conducted “Introduction to 

Handbells” workshops for the post-graduate students of Elder Conservatorium, Tabor College 

and the Adelaide University Musicological Society. 

Synergy members have been focusing most of their energy in 2015 on integrating new ringers 

and preparing to host the 2015 Australasian Handbell Festival in October. 

ST ANDREW’S SCHOOL  

Director: Alison O’Connell  

St Andrew’s School has one ensemble taught by Ali O’Connell. The St Andrew’s Ringers are 

comprised of Year 5 to 7s, and the entire group has been playing for one to three years. A new 

school new tradition is to include handbell processionals and recessionals for important school 

occasions. This year, the group has performed at Speech Night at the Adelaide Town Hall, at St 

Peter’s Cathedral for the school’s 165th anniversary celebration, and to the delight of the young 

musicians, at the wedding of their school chaplain to the parish priest! 
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SPRING HEAD TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Director: Elizabeth Bedford 

Spring Head Trinity Lutheran School, taught by Elizabeth Bedford, continues to build on their skills 

and perform in their local community. 

MT TORRENS PRIMARY SCHOOL HANDBELL RINGERS 

Director: Barbara Pym 

We learned with great sadness that the Mt Torrens Primary School Handbell Ringers have 

disbanded due to the closure of their school. Located in a small rural community in the Adelaide 

Hills, enrolments had been waning in recent years, and the decision was made to close after 

160 years of education in Mt Torrens. Thankfully, the Mt Torrens community has been able to 

retain ownership of the bells, and past students have occasionally been able to come together 

to perform at nearby nursing homes. We thank Barbara Pym for her passion and commitment 

to handbells over many years, and wish her and the former students of the Mt Torrens Primary 

School every success in their future handbell ringing ventures and beyond. 

Compiled by: Alison O’Connell South Australian Representative  

 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

Q FROM QUEENSLAND 

COORPAROO SECONDARY COLLEGE, BRISBANE  
Director: Sally McLain  

The Coorparoo Secondary College Handbell Ensemble has performed at a number of events in 

2015, including the College's Leaders' Induction where they provided the processional and 

recessional in line with College tradition, and the College's ANZAC service where they again 

carried out these ceremonial duties as well as performing Waltzing Matilda. 

Most recently, our Handbell Ensemble has performed at the College's annual 'Cabaret' event, a 

night of dining and entertainment provided by our students. The Handbell Ensemble performed 

two items at Cabaret this year, Fanfare from The Planets (Jupiter) by Holst and When The 

Saints Go Marching In arranged by Kirtsy Mitchell. 

The ensemble is currently preparing new repertoire for the Music Gala later this year which 

showcases all the ensembles on offer at Coorparoo SC. 
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 ALL HALLOWS' SCHOOL HANDBELL ENSEMBLE, BRISBANE 
Director - Timothy Sherlock 

The AHS Handbell Ensemble has had another productive year of ringing, developing our 

technical skills and exploring ways of increasing the beauty of our playing. In May 2015, All 

Hallows' School hosted a concert by the Concordia Handbell Ensemble from Minnesota, US. 

This concert featured Brisbane Bells, All Hallows' School Handbell Ensemble and the talented 

groups from Concordia College. It was a great day of rehearsals and performances and our 

young ringers enjoyed the opportunity to hear the fine music performed by the visiting Brisbane 

and US musicians. We are very excited about the imminent arrival of our new Greig Ashurst 

Artist Series mallets, from Schulmerich Handbells. 

ALL HALLOWS' SCHOOL HANDBELL ENSEMBLE, BRISBANE (continued) 
Director - Timothy Sherlock 

Repertoire 
When You Wish Upon A Star - by Leigh Harline and Ned Washington   

The Birch Tree - Russian folk song, arranged by Timothy Sherlock 

The Icicle Waltz - Timothy Sherlock 

Pie Jesu from Requiem by Gabriel Fauré 

 

BRISBANE BELLS 
Artistic Director: Samantha Cook 

The Brisbane Bells organisation consists of two ensembles – “Bellissimo”, conducted by 

Samantha Cook, and “Bellamici”, conducted by Sam Robinson.  The ensembles rehearse on 

Tuesday evenings at Coorparoo Secondary College.   There are usually between 13 and 15 

ringers in Bellissimo, who perform on 5 octaves of bells, and between 7 and 10 ringers in 

Bellamici.   

In early June, we were treated to a rehearsal with John Hooper.  He and Barbara McGeever 

rehearsed “Danny Boy” with us, in preparation for her massed ringing conducting at the 

Handbell Festival in Jeju.  In August 2014, many of our ringers took part in a workshop with 

Kermit Junkert to learn how to maintain Schulmerich handbells.  This was a very worthwhile 

workshop, and we were all very thankful that the HSA had organised such a valuable meeting.  

In the second half of 2014, Samantha took some time away from handbells to have a baby girl 

in October.  During that time, Bellissimo ensemble was very capably led by Barbara McGeever. 

The group performed with the Brisbane Concert Choir for their Christmas concert at St Ann’s 

Cathedral in Brisbane.   Bellamici performed at St John’s Cathedral in October as part of the 

Brisbane Open House Festival. 

In March of 2015, both groups performed at 4MBS studios as part of a subscription concert 

series for the Brisbane Music Performers Association.  At short notice, we were also asked to 

perform outside the Queensland Performing Arts Centre as part of their 30th anniversary 

celebrations.  We were to introduce the Premier of Queensland with a processional and then an  
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BRISBANE BELLS (continued) 

arrangement of “Joyful, Joyful”.  Of course, as it was outside and there were thousands of 

people in attendance, we could barely be heard! However, we were featured on the television 

news report that night, and were paid relatively well, so we were thrilled with the result.   We 

would love to actually perform INSIDE QPAC at some point in the future. 

A highlight of this past year has definitely been our performance at All Hallows’ school in May 

as part of the Concordia University Ringers Australian tour.  Watching such an amazing group 

of ringers had a huge impact on our ringers.  We were also very happy to finally have the right 

combination of ringers to perform “Metamorphosis”.  We were given a lovely introduction by 

Carmel Daveson, who said she was very happy to hear it performed.   

 

We are very fortunate to have such a friendly group of people within our organisation, and a 

very supportive committee.  The number of ringers seems to increase slightly every year, as 

more and more people hear us and want to “have a go”.   The Bellamici group is made up of 

those with less formal musical education, and Bellissimo is made up of many music teachers or 

those with extensive musical training. 

ATC RINGS!  Brisbane 
Director: Barbara McGeever 

 
With the Queensland Education system coming in to line with the rest of Australia, 2015 has 

seen Year 7 students enter Middle School. Because of this, 1st January 2015 saw Nudgee 

Junior College (NJC) change its name to Ambrose Treacy College (ATC). For the first time, the 

college has introduced secondary education.  2019 will see the present Year 8 students 

become the first graduates of Ambrose Treacy College. For the first time, 20 students from 

Years 6, 7 and 8 ringers have joined to become the first ‘ATC RINGS!’.  

In August 2014, while their director, Barbara McGeever, attended the 2014 International 

Handbell Symposium, South Korea, the ensemble was very ably directed by Timothy Sherlock. 

Under Timothy’s tutelage, the ensemble received a Gold Award at the Queensland Catholic 

Music Festival. 

In November2014, the ensemble was very honoured to be guest artists at the opening of the 

National Arts Education Conference held at Griffith University, Brisbane. The ensemble was 

astounded by the standing ovation given to them by the enthusiastic arts educators. 

Earlier this year, the ensemble was invited to open the Alzheimer’s Australia 10th Anniversary 

Black Tie Dinner held at the Stamford Plaza Ballroom, Brisbane. It was a huge success. 

NJC/ATC RINGS! performances also have included college concerts, liturgies and college 

openings. With the development of the college into high school education, it is an exciting time 

to be a handbell ringer at Ambrose Treacy College. 

NJC RINGS! wishes to thank the HSA President, Mrs Carmel Daveson, for her tireless 

commitment to bringing current world class opportunities to the Australasian handbell 

community of which NJC RINGS! is very proud to belong. 
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JOYCHIMERS , MACKAY QLD  
Director: Cynthia Delaney 
 
On the 6th April 2015 the JoyChimers travelled to New Zealand for an 8 day tour which included 

ringing at 6 Aged Care Homes/Retirements Villages (2 in Auckland, 3 in Christchurch and 1 in 

Akaroa) The JoyChimers presented a hour long program at each venue, which consisted of  a 

concert like performance for approx. 40 mins, included a informative talk about the chimes 

instrument and an active participation workshop with the elderly audience playing the 

Belleplates.. We all had a great time!  This kind of engagement would have to be the keen 

favourite out of all the different kinds of performances we present and being able to work with 

the elderly folk is always the highlight of our performances.  

We also hosted a fundraising concert for the Cyclone Pam Vanuatu victims, and were invited to 

take the full church service at Papanui SDA Church in Christchurch. We managed to fit in 2 

days of sightseeing as well! New Zealand is a beautiful country and we hope to visit again in 

the future.  

 

MERCY COLLEGE HANDBELL ENSEMBLE 
Musical Director: Elizabeth (Libby) Courtice 

Mercy College Handbell Ensemble was formed in 2015 and is part of the College’s co-curricular 

music programme.  Mercy College is a Catholic co-educational day College which incorporates 

the years 7 to 10.  In other words it is a middle school for girls and boys. 

Although this ensemble has only existed since the beginning of the year it already has 11 

handbell musicians playing a three octave set lent to the school by HSA.  Some of the ringers 

are talented musicians and other students are learning to read music for the first time.  One of 

the group, Brianna Martin is the youngest handbell ringer to obtain the level 1 certificates in 

‘Foundational Conducting’ and the ‘Ringing Techniques’.  Both these workshops were 

organised by HSA.  

The group had its origins in ‘Laudate’ a HSA community middle school group formed under the 

direction of Carmel Daveson several years ago. The group played so beautifully at the end of 

2014 and received rave comments from the Mackay Eisteddfod Adjudicator, that the Principal 

of Mercy College decided to have a handbell programme in the school.  

The group’s conductor is Ms Libby Courtice, a Mercy College Staff member.  The associate 

conductor is Brianna Martin, the young ringer who has completed her ‘Foundational 

Conducting’ certificate.  Both Libby and Brianna are mentored by Carmel Daveson of Mackay.  

The students rehearse for ¾ of an hour a week.  Their signature piece is “How can I keep from 

Singing” written by Robert Lowrey and arranged by John Behnke.  .   This piece of music was 

performed by the ringers at the Australasian Handbell Festival in Perth in 2013.  The students 

have done extremely well to be playing this music after only training existing for several months. 
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ST. PATRICK’S COLLEGE HANDBELL ENSEMBLE, Mackay  
Director: Carmel Daveson AM 
 

The St Patrick’s Handbell Ensemble continues to attract students who are skilled musicians as 

well as young people who can barely read music.  The College is a co-educational school 

offering a senior education.  Only Year 11 and 12 students attend the College.  This cohort of 

students means that the ensemble’s membership and skill base changes every year. 

The ensemble was established in 1993 and presently has 12 ringers  These ringers play music 

written for five octaves as the College owns a five octave set of handbells and has on loan, 

Carmel Daveson’s (the Director) own five octave set of handchimes.  The group enjoys 

performing at a range of events:  to the community at large, to other young musicians and to 

their peers.  They are often asked to ‘peel’ the bells at wedding to herald the departure of the 

bride and groom from the the church Some of their favourite repertoire is Carillon. Les 

Miserables and Song of the Flowers.  Each year they showcase their skill and musicianship at 

the College’s Gala Concert. 

The more experienced handbell musicians are encouraged to do solo, trio and quartet work 

thus extending their skill base.  The treble line is skilled in shelley ringing and the base line 

skilled in weaving.  This is why only 12 ringers can perform difficult music on a five octave set. 

Last year several of the young handbell musicians obtained their certificate for “Foundational 

Conducting” Level 1 from Dr John Hooper of Canada.  This year the Ensemble enjoyed working 

with Mr Kermit Junkert, former President of Schulmerich Bells, USA.  All the students did a 

workshop with Kermit on “Caring for and Maintaining Handbells”. Kermit has described the St 

Patrick’s bells as the “worse set” he has ever seen.  The reason for this is that the original 2 ½ 

octave set was purchased second hand in the early 1980s and the completion of the three 

octave set was by purchasing one bell at a time.  The humidity also plays a major part in the 

deterioration of the bells.  

As well as the Handbell Ensemble, the College has the Processional Ringers comprising 

approximately 30 young people.  The Processional Ringers play at the opening school Mass;  

the Valedictory (where they process the entire 200 plus students into the Mackay Entertainment 

Centre) and the Graduation Mass where they process the graduating students into St Patrick’s 

Catholic church.   Although the majority of these students cannot read music, the core of the 

group is the Handbell Ensemble.  

Many of the past students of St Patrick’s College are active in the HSA.  This year Ellie Butler is 

Secretary and webmaster and other students have held office bearing positions in the past.  

The Principal, Mr Hannan, the Cultural Coordinator Ms Sarah Regan, and the Ensemble 

Manager Mrs Sinead Williams are all extremely supportive of the ensemble.  Carmel Daveson 

could not achieve what she does without their support.  
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U3A MUSICAL CHIMES  
Director:  Sandra Conroy 
Manager:  Beth Wallace 
 

The U3A Chimers group (Mackay) continued to enjoy the challenge of creating beautiful sounds 

under the guidance of director, Renee Covey. A concert showcasing the chimers and a local 

organist was held in July 2014 which allowed the chimers to perform to an audience in a local 

church. Rehearsals after the concert prepared the chimers for performances at local nursing 

homes and retirement villages prior to Christmas. Their Christmas carol performances were 

enjoyed by many retirees who joined in with the singing.  

2015 saw a change of directorship, with Sandy Conroy taking on the role. The chimers continue 

to rehearse twice a month, with around 20 members attending. They are now the proud owner 

of two sets of three octave chimes.  The chimes were purchased with a grant from the Mackay 

Regional Council Regional Arts Development Fund.  Chimers have been working on new 

repertoire and techniques in preparation for the mid-year concert to be held in July 2015. The 

group enjoys the challenge of learning and the socialisation of working with like- minded 

friends.   

It is with a sense of sadness that the husband of Beth Wallace, our inspirational foundation 

manager, is facing a terminal illness. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family.  

 
 

LOYOLA CHIMES ENSEMBLE:  ST CATHERINE’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE,  
Proserpine/Whitsunday’s QLD 
Director: Cynthia Delaney 

Introducing the Loyola Chimes Ensemble under the direction of conductor Mrs Cynthia 

Delaney. This enthusiastic group of 11 ringers formed in 2014 playing on Belleplates initially 

whilst they were in Grade 3 and 4 at school on the Mercy Campus (Primary School) 2015 saw 

the transition into Middle School on Loyola Campus where these children took to the chimes 

like ducks to water! They practise primarily Wednesday lunchtime and sometimes Thursday 

lunchtime and Friday after school if coming up to a performance. They have performed at the 

following functions: Whole School Masses, Campus Liturgies, St Catherine’s Community Expo 

(Market Night), specially invited to perform in 2014/15 at the Anglican Church Fair at the 

Entertainment Centre, Showcase Concerts, Aged Care homes, and recently competed in the 

Mackay Orchestra and Bands Competition where they attained a Gold Level rating and a 

trophy. A busy and enthusiastic group of ringers, who are going from strength to strength.  

ST PAUL’S HANDBELL RINGERS (IPSWICH) 
Group Leader: June Suthers  
 

At the time of compiling the report there was no news from St Paul’s Handbell Ringers at 
Ipswich.  This is a long established group which has been historically active in the HSA. 
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BELL ESPIRIT : MORANBAH 
Director:  Jessica Blackburn 

 
This group was formed at the beginning of the year with the loan of a three octave set of 

handbells from the Handbell Society of Australasia (HSA).  Jessica Blackburn obtained a grant 

from the Isaac Regional Council Regional Arts Development Fund.  She used this money to do 

her Level 1 Handbell Director’s certificate.  Jessica studied with John Hooper from the 

Concordia University in Alberta Canada and was mentored by Carmel Daveson, President of 

HSA. .  

This is the very first time that handbells have been seen or heard in Moranbah.  Moranbah is a 

town situated between Mackay and Clermont in the Isaac Region.  It is a coal mining town and 

at the 2011 census had a population of 8.626.  The township was established in 1969. 

Jessica quickly gathered together approximately 7 interested ringers.  The members of the 

group had never played handbells before.  Jessica’s challenge was to plan for people who 

could read music and younger people who were learning to play an instrument for the first time.  

The ensemble was asked to perform alongside 12 Queensland Symphony Orchestra musicians 

as part of their Community in Concert, Moranbah in July 2015.  2 pieces were practised, 

however the group had to pull out last minute due to lack of participants due to availability. 

The group was advertised to recruit more members using flyers and social media, however no 

more than 8 ringers practiced together at one time, with numbers as low as 3 on occasion. 

 

HSA ACADEMY 
 
This initiative provides the opportunity to give new directors a chance to learn how to direct 
whilst conducting a community youth group.  
 

  St Stephen’s College, 31 Reserve Road Coomera Qld  

In 2013 HSA placed the Academy 4 octave set of Schulmerich handbells at St Stephen’s 

College under the direction of Stefanie Lorimer, Director of Music.  Stephanie has written: “I 

have used the bells in year 9 and 10 classes as well as in our Chorale and we will be using 

them again for our Christmas Chapel.  While we have not become expert ringers, the bells 

are an amazing and beautiful teaching tool”.  Thank you to HSA for the opportunity provided 

through the Academy Programme. 

 

 
ST FRANCIS OF ASSAI HOME FOR THE AGED continues to provide a participatory music 

making experience for elderly residents of the home. The group is directed by the Diversional 
Therapist on staff and also volunteers.  The home has a two octave set of chimes.    
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WHITSUNDAY ANGLICAN COLLEGE 

Musical Director: Colin Deeley 
 
Whitsunday College is a preparatory to senior Private College and the handbell group is 

directed by Colin Deeley, a teacher on staff. They perform regularly at School functions and at 

the Mackay Eisteddfod.  Initially this group was lent HSA bells and they then obtained an HSA 

loan to purchase their four octave set of handbells. 

 

GLADSTONE HANDBELLS 

Director:  Renae Richards 
 
We have had a very successful year with the three Gladstone groups. All three groups are led 

by Renae Richards, a former St Patrick’s student from Mackay. A fourth group has just started 

and are looking to do work with smaller ensembles. The three octaves of handbells belong to 

Star of the Sea Catholic Primary School.  

 

STAR OF THE SEA HANDBELLS RINGING ENSEMBLE  

This consists of the students at Star of the Sea. There are 20 ringers in this group, ranging from 

8-12 years of age.  

 

THE INCREDIBELLS 

This group is made up of 11 adults who do not necessarily read music. It was started for 

members of the Star of the Sea community who wanted to play without the expectation of a 

musical background or pressure to attend all rehearsals.  

 

The IncrediBells performed at Library Square in May, which was the first public performance for 

many members. At this time, the group is taking a break until 2014 as many members were 

unable to commit to the group due to family/work commitments.  

 

ENCORE BELLS  

This group is formed from members of the Encore Band, Encore Jazz Band and Encore 

Chorale. It is made up of 20 players with a variety of musical backgrounds. The focus for this 

group is teamwork and technique challenges.  

 

ENCORE SEXTET 

Six members of the Encore Bells group have also formed a bellringing sextet.  

 
 

Compiled by: Samantha Cook Queensland State Representative  

 

 

  



28 
 

Page 28 of 34 

 

R  FROM TASMANIA  
 

The HSA thanks Jenny Gill for representing Tasmania.  Jenny has resigned as the Tasmanian 

State Representative as sends her best wishes to the membership.   The Executive are seeking 

someone who will act in that position 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

S SPECIAL NEEDS REPORT 

 
Unfortunately HSA no longer has a convenor for this important sub-committee.  The Executive 

will try to find someone in the forthcoming year. 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

T Music Education and Training Sub- 

Committee Report 

The Music Education and Training committee is a sub-committee of the Executive Committee.  

The convenor sits on the Executive Committee and provides the Executive with up to date 

knowledge of any requests for mentorship or training which comes from the members. 

Consequently, the sub-committee is very keen to hear from our membership about how we can 

provide you with support on your musical handbell/ hand chime journey 

During the past 12 months, directors and ringers alike have continued to consolidate the ringing 

techniques developed as a result of the earlier 2013 & 2014 training by international lecturer: 

Debbie Rice from U.S.A. in Ringing Techniques. 

In June 2015 Dr John Hooper from Canada facilitated workshops in Foundational Conducting 

and later in the year, Kermit Junkert, former President of Schulmerich Bells USA, in Ringing 

Musicality and the Care and Maintenance of handbells.  

When the sub-committee plans visits from overseas clinicians, the state and New Zealand 

representatives are advised and we seek an indication of where the interest might be from our 

membership. .  The clinicians are taken to whatever locations in Australia and or New Zealand, 

where a number of people indicated their interest in attending the workshops.   

The international air fare for the clinicians is paid for from the Music Education and Training 

Account.  The domestic air fares are shared amongst the various locations.  All participants in 

the workshops pay a registration fee to cover the honorarium given to the clinicians.  I hasten to 

add that the honorarium paid to the clinicians is far less than that which is paid to them when 

they facilitate workshop in other countries.  

The HSA now has several certificates available for any interested person. 
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Music Education and Training Sub- Committee Report (continued) 

1. Director of Handbells Level 1 and Level 2.    

 Foundational Conducting Levels 1 and 2 have been completed by Handbell Directors. 

 Work is in progress on developing the Theory of Music, or Music Literacy module, for HSA 

Level 1 Music Directors’ accreditation.  It must align with the ability of the Director to work 

with handbell musicians ringing from beginning to HMA level 2.5 difficulty of music. Carmel 

has discovered an on line AMEB course and has circulated the Grades 1 and 2 Syllabi to the 

Sub-Committee for discussion.  

2. Handbell Musician Level 1 and Level 2  

 HSA’s alliances continue with a range of schools, Aged Care facilities and community 

groups.  Such schools as Mansfield State School, Brisbane, Mercy College, Mackay and 

Bells Espirit in Moranbah have received the loan of HSA bells/chimes.  From January 2016, 

more schools are on the list to receive the loan of bells or chimes. 

Acquisition of Assets 

Because of the unrelenting passion and skill of our HSA President to keep the liaison open 

between the American handbell factories and HSA, Schulmerich Bells very kindly is donating a 

3 octaves set of Melody Chimes to HSA.  These chimes will be used in workshops to further the 

expansion of bells and chimes in Australasian education systems and in the wider community 

e.g. in Cairns’ schools and community workshops on the value of bells and chimes in music 

education, in readiness for the 2018 International Handbell Symposium, Cairns. Also, mention 

must be made that, at the 2014 International Handbell Symposium, South Korea, Malmark 

generously sold 2 bell trees at cost price to Carmel Daveson.  These were brought home after 

the symposium.  Carmel bought these out of her own money. I believe she must be reimbursed 

for the bell trees and customs’ costs out of the Music Education and Training budget. A motion, 

stating this, will be put forward at the upcoming Executive Committee in Adelaide.  

Australasian Handbell Festival Massed Ringing and Workshops  

HSA Vice President, Ali O’Connell, and her committee have been diligently, and very expertly, 

organising the 2015 Australasian Handbell Festival.  The massed ringing and workshops presented, 

will give an avenue for ringers to continue to develop their enjoyment, knowledge, skills and 

confidence in many facets of handbell/handchime ringing and teaching. On behalf of the Music 

Education and Training Committee, may I take this opportunity to thank Ali and her very 

hardworking committee on organising what is going to be a fantastic festival. 

Inaugural Distinctly Australasian Bells Event and Composition Workshops 

Previous to the festival, the inaugural Distinctly Australian Bells and Composition workshops 

being directed by Lee Afdahl will further advance ringers’ and composers’ expertise. On your 

behalf, I thank President Carmel Daveson for organising this new venture. 
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Strategic Plan 2015 - 2019 

The 2015 – 2019 Strategic Plan draft has been circulated within the Music Education and 

Training Sub-Committee.  Excellent suggestions by President Carmel Daveson and Handchime 

Convenor Cynthia Delaney have been recorded.  This will be circulated and available for 

comment. Our President encourages us all to add suggestions.  

Compiled by: Barbara McGeever HSA Convenor, Music Education and 

Training Sub-Committee  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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AGENDA: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2015 
  

 Welcome. 

 Confirmation of Proxies. 

 Attendees. 

 Apologies. 

 One minute silence in memory of deceased members.  

 To receive and, if approved, adopt the minutes of the last annual general meeting. 

 The consideration of the President’s report. 

 The consideration of the Financial Statement and, if approved, the adoption of the 

Statement. 

 The consideration of the Auditor’s Report and, if approved, the adoption of this Report.   

 The appointment of the auditor for 2015/2016 financial year. 

 The appointment of the Public Officer. 

 To receive the Reports of the Representatives of the Regions of the HSA all contained in 

the Annual Report.   

 To receive the Report of the Convenor of the Music Education and Training Sub-

Committees contained in the Annual Report.   

 Election of Officer Bearers 

 President 

 Vice President 

 Secretary 

 Treasurer 

 Co-option of Additional Members to the Board 

 To note the Representatives of the Regions of the Handbell Society of Australasia.  

 New Zealand  

 Western Australia  

 Victoria  

 South Australia  

 Tasmania  

 New South Wales  

 Queensland  

 Australian Capital Territory 

 Northern Territory 

 

 To note the appointment of the Editor of the Handbell Herald.   

 To note the appointment of the Webmaster 

 To note the resignation of the Asset Manager Peter Hogg.  

 To call for expression of interest of anyone interested in the Asset Manager’s honorary 

position.  

 To note the Strategic Plan 2015 - 2019 

 International Handbell Symposium 

 To note that Timothy Sherlock of Queensland will be HSA’s conductor at the 2016 
International Handbell Symposium, Vancouver, Canada. 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE HANDBELL SOCIETY OF AUSTRALASIA  

HELD AT 6/37 ALEXANDRA AVENUE, TARINGA  
ON SUNDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 2014 

 
The meeting was opened at 11a.m. by the President, Mrs Carmel Daveson. 
 

Welcome: The Chair welcomed all members to the meeting. 
 

Attendees: Carmel Daveson, Barbara McGeever, Samantha Cook, Timothy Sherlock, Melissa 
Howden, Ali O’Connell (via telephone from Adelaide), Janice Keys, Ian Keys, Ellie Butler (via 
telephone from Mount Isa).  
 

Apologies: June Catchpoole, Martyn Croft, Alison Miller, Jenny Gill, Barb, Sam Robinson, 
Bianca Wilson, Jayne Bailey, Jennifer Harrison, Gayle Smith, Suzanne Maslen, Tyrian Clark, 
Jessica Blackburn, Renee Covey, Libby Courtice, Sarah Reagan, Cynthia Delaney, Jan 
Chapman 
 

Proxies: Martyn Croft (given to Barbara McGeever), Alison Miller (given to Carmel Daveson), 
Jan Chapman (given to Carmel) 
 
MOTION:  That the proxies be accepted.   
 MOVED: Melissa Howden SECONDED: Timothy Sherlock CARRIED  
 

One minute of silence: Observed in memory of departed members, in particular Dulcy Taylor 
 
Copies of the combined 2012-13 Annual Report (containing minutes of the previous AGM, 
President’s report and State reports) were circulated. 
 

Business arising from the minutes: None 
 
MOTION:  That the minutes of the previous annual general meeting be received. 

MOVED: Samantha Cook SECONDED: Ian Keys  CARRIED 
 
MOTION:  That the minutes of the previous annual general meeting be adopted. 
 MOVED: Samantha Cook SECONDED: Janice Keys  CARRIED  
 

Annual Reports: 
 

1) President’s Report:  Carmel Daveson spoke about the need to update the HSA’s 
Strategic Plan.  One of the major items that she mentioned as needing to be included in 
the new or updated Strategic Plan was a goal of working with the Australian Music 
Education Peak Body (???) to incorporate handbells into school music education, or at 
least allow schools who already play handbells to assess their students on this 
instrument. Ali mentioned that she was hoping to ‘leverage’ the festival in Adelaide next 
year for this purpose. 
 
Conversation then progressed to our membership’s concern about MAINTENANCE of 
bells.  Ali and Carmel talked about trying to progress discussions with Tim Schumann 
(couldn’t hear this very well).  Kermit Junkert was recognised for his many years of 
service to Schulmerich. 
 
Barbara is going to try to get in contact with WAAE. 
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Minutes (continued) 
 
MOTION: That the President’s Report be adopted.   
 MOVED: Barbara McGeever SECONDED: Janice Keys CARRIED 
pulteney grammar school 
 

2) Treasurer’s Report: Janice Keys led a discussion about the society’s finances. 
 
MOTION: That the Treasurer’s Report (consisting of the 2012-2013 Financial Statements) 
be adopted.  
 MOVED: Janice Keys  SECONDED: Samantha Cook CARRIED 
 

3) Independent Review Report: The Treasurer read the Independent Review Report.  
 
MOTION: That the Independent Review Report be accepted.   
 MOVED: Janice Keys  SECONDED: Melissa Howden CARRIED 
 

Appointment of the Auditor: 
 
MOTION: That Mrs Annette Halpin be appointed as the auditor for the financial year 1 June 
2013 to 31 May 2014 

MOVED: Janice Keys  SECONDED: Barbara McGeever CARRIED 
 

4) State Reports, Asset Manager’s Report, and Other Reports: These were announced 
as being included in the Annual Report.  The Chair encouraged all members to read the 
Annual Report in full. 

 

Confirmation of the Public Officer: 
 
MOTION: That Ms Alison O’Connell be confirmed as the Public Officer. 

MOVED: Barbara McGeever SECONDED: Timothy Sherlock CARRIED 
 

Election of Office Bearers: Carmel Daveson vacated the Chair.  
 

1) President 
 

MOTION:  That Carmel Daveson be re-elected as President 
MOVED: Martyn Croft  SECONDED: Timothy Sherlock CARRIED 

 
2) Vice President 

 
MOTION:  That Alison O’Connell be re-elected as Vice President 

MOVED:  Janice Keys SECONDED: Ian Keys  CARRIED 
 

3) Secretary 
 

MOTION:  That Elena Butler be re-elected as Secretary.  
MOVED: Carmel Daveson SECONDED:  Samantha Cook CARRIED 

 
4) Treasurer 

 
MOTION: That Janice Keys be re-elected as Treasurer 

MOVED: Barbara McGeever SECONDED: Melissa Howden  CARRIED 
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Minutes (continued) 
 

Regional Representatives of the HSA: The Representatives of New Zealand and the States 
and Territories of Australia were noted. 
 
 New Zealand   Alison Miller 

Tasmania   Jenny Gill 
 Victoria   Julia Jeffree 
 South Australia  Alison O’Connell 
 Western Australia  Monica McTaggart 
 New South Wales  June Catchpoole 
 Queensland   Samantha Cook 
 Australian Capital Territory Vacant 
 Northern Territory  Vacant 
 Archivist   Vacant 
 

Editor of the Handbell Herald: The editor of the Handbell Herald was noted as being 
Suzanne Maslen. 
 

Webmaster: The webmaster was noted as being Ellie Butler. 
 

Asset Manager: 
 
MOTION: That Peter Hogg be re-appointed as Asset Manager.  
 MOVED: Carmel Daveson SECONDED: Alison O’Connell CARRIED 
 
 

Meeting closed at 11:43a.m.   

 


